LORD   OXFORD  WAS  SHAKESPEARE
dramatists, Lyly and Marlowe, the former during
the earlier period of his career; but doubted the
authorship of certain lyrics in Lyly's dramas
owing to their superiority. Mr. R. Warwick Bond
holds that the lyrics were by Lyly, but finds that
in comedy Lyly is Shakespeare's only model;
and that Lyly's influence is of a more permanent
nature than that of any other dramatist.
There is no evidence of friendship or association
between Lyly and Shakspere of Stratford; but
the above authorities agree in recognising the
relationship between the plays of Lyly and those
of "Shakespeare" the poet What are the facts?
Lyly was Oxford's private secretary from 1580
to 1587, if not to 1591, and manager of the EarPs
company of "Oxford Boys"; Lyly received his
dramatic impulse and education from Oxford.
The author of the Arte of English Poesie, writing
in 1589, classes Oxford with Edwards as deserving
the highest praise for comedy and interlude . . .
(then follows particulars respecting the activities
of "Oxford's Boys") . . . "Suggestion, encour-
agement and apparatus thus lay ready to Lyly's
hand.53
Mr. Looney analyses Lyly's lyrics in the light of
parallels with Oxford poems, finding that they
were written by the latter. Captain Ward
establishes that all Lyly's plays were written
while he was in the employment of the Earl of
Oxford; that the Quartos of the plays were issued
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